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STATISTICAL  MEMORANDA  FOR  1917. 


Area  of  Borough 
Census  Population,  1911 
Estimated  Population  for  Death  Rate 
,,  ,,  Birth  Rate 

Number  of  Births 
Birth  Rate... 

Number  of  Deaths 
Death  Rate 

Number  of  Deaths  below  1 year  ... 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
Zymotic  Death  Rate  ... 

Small-pox  ,, 

Enteric  Fever  ,, 

Scarlet  Fever  ,, 

Diphtheria  ,, 

Measles  ,, 

Whooping  Cough  Death  Rate 
Diarrhoea  Death  Rate  (under  2 years) 
Phthisis  Death  Rate  ... 


972^  acres. 
20,956 
18.195 
20.282 
499 

24.6  per  1000 
268 

14.7  per  1000 
5° 

100  per  1000  births 
.6  per  1000 
nil 

.05  per  1000 
nil 

.1  per  1000 
.49  per  1000 
nil 

2.0  per  1000  births 

1. 1 per  1000 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report,  1917 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  Census  of  1911  was 
found  to  be  20,956.  For  1917  the  Registrar  General  estimated  the 
civilian  population  at  18,195  f°r  the  purpose  of  the  death  rate,  and 
at  20,282  for  the  birth  rate. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1917  was  499,  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  24.6  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  26.2  in  1916,  25.8  in 
1915,  and  30.8  in  1914.  The  County  birth  rate  in  1917  was  23, 
and  that  of  England  and  Wales  17.8. 

There  were  20  illegitimate  births  registered,  4 per  cent,  of 
the  total.  The  percentage  in  1916  was  2.8,  and  in  1915,  3.6. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 

During  the  year  519  notifications  of  births  were  received. 
In  only  three  cases  was  there  failure  to  notify.  4.2  per  cent,  of 
the  notifications  referred  to  still-births.  100  notifications  (19%) 
were  sent  in  by  midwives.  The  two  Health  Visitors  visit  all  cases 
where  their  services  are  likely  to  be  useful,  and  in  1917  paid  512 
first  visits,  and  797  second  and  subsequent  \isits,  a total  of  1,309 
visits  compared  with  764  in  1916  and  620  in  1915. 

MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

The  cases  attending  included  90  infants,  22  children  below 
5 years  of  age,  and  8 expectant  mothers.  The  infants  made  189 
attendances.  The  numbers  attending  have  been  somewhat  smaller 
than  last  year,  due  partly  to  effects  of  food  shortage  and  partly  to 
the  prevalence  of  measles. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  50  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
giving  a rate  of  100  per  1,000  births. 


Table  showing  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  5 years. 


I9I3 

1914 

19l5 

1917 

Hartlepool 

H5 

130 

93 

1 1 1 

100 

County  of  Dnrham  ... 

i37 

130 

130 

115 

ri5 

England  and  Wales  ... 

— 

I05 

1 10 

9.1 

97 

16  deaths  were 

due  to 

congenital 

debility, 

that 

is,  to 

causes  operating  before  birth. 

DEATHS. 

268  deaths  were  registered,  151  males  and  117  females, 
giving  a death  rate  of  14.7  per  1,000,  compared  with  18.5  in  1916 
and  19.8  in  1915.  The  County  death  rate  was  13.1  per  i.ooo,  and 
the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  14.4  per  1,000. 

INQUESTS. 

There  were  36  inquests,  11  being  on  cases  of  drowning  and 
6 on  deaths  from  burns.  There  were  no  cases  of  suicide.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  one  of  the  inquests  was  on  the  body  of  a 
supposed  German  airman,  and  that  a verdict  was  given  that  the 
cause  of  death  was  “ unknown,  but  probably  due  to  the  fall  of  a 
Zeppelin.” 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

This  was  .6  per  1,000,  the  County  rate  being  1.31. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

7 cases  were  notified  compared  with  12  in  1916.  4 cases 

were  removed  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital.  No  death  occurred. 


5 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

6 cases  were  notified,  the  corresponding  number  for  last 
year  being  4.  2 cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  2 deaths 

occurred,  giving  a death  rate  of  .1.  The  County  death  rate  was 

.19. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

2 cases  were  notified,  and  1 death  occurred,  giving  a death 

rate  of  .05. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

There  were  12  cases.  One  death  occurred. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

61  cases  were  notified  compared  with  63  last  year,  28  being 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  33  being  cases  of  non-pulmon. 
ary  tuberculosis. 

There  were  21  deaths  from  phthisis,  giving  a death  rate  of 
1. 1,  compared  with  the  County  death  rate  of  .97  per  1,000. 

There  were  7 deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  5 cases,  10  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  6 
cases  in  1916.  In  one  case  the  sight  of  one  eye  was  lost. 

MEASLES. 

385  cases  of  measles  and  3 cases  of  German  measles  were 
notified.  378  cases  were  notified  by  medical  practitioners  and  10 
cases  by  parents  or  other  persons.  4 cases  of  measles  were  not 
notified.  Arrangements  were  made  for  all  the  cases  to  be  visited 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  so  that  early  medical  attention  might  be 
secured  for  every  case,  and  the  parents  advised  regarding  the 
importance  of  proper  nursing.  There  are  9 deaths,  giving  a case 
death  rate  of  2.3  per  100. 

No  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  Poliomyelitis,  or 
Puerperal  Fever  were  notified. 
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Other  ^Diseases. 

CANCER  AND  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 

There  were  20  deaths  compared  with  21  in  1916.  The  death 
rate  was  1.1  per  1,000. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

49  deaths  were  due  to  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  compared 
with  66  in  1916.  The  death  rate  was  2.6  per  1,000,  the  correspond- 
ing death  rate  for  the  County  being  2.2, 

Sanitary  jddministration. 

CO-OPERATION  WITH  MILITARY  AUTHORITIES. 

The  various  conditions  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the 
troops  have  been  kept  under  close  observation.  Two  cases  of 
measles,  a case  of  German  measles,  and  a case  of  erysipelas  were 
notified  and  removed  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  and  the  billets 
disinfected. 

Convalescent  cases  of  dysentery,  enteric  fever  and  malaria 
coming  to  the  town  have  been  visited  and  kept  under  supervision. 

The  good  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  food  for  the 
use  of  the  troops  was  being  prepared  was  secured  by  frequent 
visits  of  inspection. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  now  only  three  registered  common  lodging  houses, 
as  one  of  the  old  ones  has  been  closed  under  the  Improvement 
Scheme. 

HOUSING  REGULATIONS. 

Owing  to  the  great  shortage  of  labour  no  special  work  could 
be  carried  out.  Sanitary  defects  reported  received  attention  and 
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in  many  cases  were  remedied.  Two  insanitary  houses  have  been 
closed.  In  the  Cleveland  .Street  and  Durham  Street  areas  46 
houses  were  demolished  under  the  Corporation’s  Housing  Scheme, 
making  a total  of  91  houses  cleared  away  up  to  date. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


Samples  taken. 


Formal  Number 

Informal  Number 

Total 

Milk 

17 

Milk 

2 

19 

Butter 

6 

Butter 

6 

12 

Cheese 

1 

Cheese 

5 

6 

Margarine 

1 

Margarine  ... 

1 

2 

Lard 

2 

2 

Lard  Compound 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

7 

Baking  Powder 

1 

8 

Flour 

J5 

Flour 

2 

17 

Bread 

3 

3 

> 

Egg  Substitute 

3 

3 

Preserved  Cream  1 

1 

Sugar 

1 

■ 

47 

28 

75 

2 samples  of  milk  were  reported  deficient  in  fat.  The 
vendors  were  cautioned. 

3 samples  of  butter  were  reported  of  inferior  quality. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  33 

,,  Visits  to  Workshops  ...  ...  185 

,,  Nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  6 

Matters  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  — 
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